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Optimo* Prime hricflnji Humble ber inr .1 

‘■l^vi jih mlS'Sdm 

'I r 1 llI (nil ,.:11 ytnj can lit said It Is must 
imporriini tK,h we Lamw whai iht [’itfc ephtrms 
pl-ihs .ire. Tin 1 siiifry nl thcr Earth people as 
tij cur oxen depend', on iIue knowledge 


























A lew fmurv l.net the siml! Autobot wits hi 
luhr of (ht DecepucoiW teniuie nmumain 
rronfjhofct He scanned the surround! npv with hri 
■ iper v is!e( in There were Decepilcon hxjk mils an 
■i-vfrjl v iriFB^e pru rift bin hninblebet' 1 - %pL'i ml 
|.:y in liis ability to nmyr stealthily .ind 
veCJrctly, 

Kctphnu under u,tvei he reached the hitter pan 
>■' the nu.kv wimple* He followed a narrow 
imintd. .1 ltd l^oi j icel himsell lookinK down info a 
ayern where iMcj*atron anrl the morn nnpurtitm 
I taircpficom were havinp; n dint u^mn 













W'url oji rebuilding [he ipJtC *. rimer i*. p>uir^ 
well Mruatri-m wik wiylnjg, 'fnti ir will :i 11 hr hi 
Vdtin M we eJiifiot etimplelc the power iVMein, 

Tilt It h wmpltli;.' Ttfld Sij| r<itTCflm li only 
ncr.'dv avseiribhri(il" 

It itbu uccd^ to !>c tested, said Mc^Sron 
‘ Reptm. Siiij itlIw.iv e 

ION-DRIVE POWER SYSTEM REQUIRES- 
11 S I AND RUNNING [N RlSTRIC TED 
SPACE IN DR rmCON HASP LINSLHTARE.E 
..REC.OM.MrNf) EXPLORATION 




















■\Vc* -Ifr wftrittg unu 1 1" skinned Su i stf mm 
I cslim; Kic4imn|; m! k .mr technology w F+;nl 
I hill WC (.iimiflU TT Itil n t] r own WHfk ■ 11 I had my 
v«iy tilt ion drive would be In y>U\.t iind wr 
uimlJ he j[ready well on our way home to 
('ybrilrun I" 

Vi iu dt i no I have ya ur wj y, cried Mch-kt f n i 
i\nel until then which is unlikely, vrm ^ill mi-rv 
mil orders." 





















Soundwave produced a roll of plan-. Bumblebee 
i-fiirt'f} funvnrd Imm ItK hiding place to «c,. and 
could iuil make rmt the details ft wjs .1 design for 
fl giant hpm.'. drive Lest f i# vrhlch wb\ to be ,m 
enormous tube five metres ,n.n.ss and sixteen 
hundred metres Ion it The Inside nf the rubi 
would be fitted with electronic arid dcUTn- 
m.tgnetk equipment Nu wonder tlit- Deceptteem* 
Wert? MUfkl I hey had no place to conceal a thing 
as hip ns that, 

Sttirscream -poke again Why can t the lube he 
formed by boring Into the side ni * mountain'?" 

We do not have the power for vul h n huge 
task. mud Megan-on, 













Wc have a j-rrat 'Sturt of enfrfton cubes t m cried! 
"■.MrSerram. 

'Starst-ream!" nhrkkcd Megatron, "Yuu try my 
S-ie i nee with vnur stupidity I! we me die 
irier. on. tillbtt HI diji .■ tumid, whill wi.njltl We USC 
I.If fuel :■ ■ drive the ipar.c i.rukrr?' 

i-icNirr Starw ream could think g! ,tn answer 
Si; m indw av i: broke in 
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Uunihlcjbfr Mrtl. with ihc DccepiJcons im Ijoi 
piifMi!j[ Hr yji ctl hiK k .llnng ihc narrow tunnel, 
i^nd m r.im bled down i hr rot k*. ,v^ tjst Jh- euulil 
gu 

On level firuurd lit 1 iranviurmed tu hr* 
V\.|k^WJ4J|fri ^h,lpu .niJ rji rd nfr it lop -peed m .1 
cloud ni lin'd: Shot-. hit (lit umimi .1 aruupj his 
wbeets €•■ she Hecept. x tried tt» \iup him 
















I InM V'-'iif Mire!' cried Mega non We arc 
jicmiji pre i ■ ■ '.i ■■ L'ncrjjv ActiVMc Knv.i^e- 

W Ith vliaf] chr fcmclout Hietjl -mmi.ll leapt 
L>fi iipi |he rr«id iif rhe vntiili mt 

Ai:< .id Elie country was lolly and wooded 
iiiim lifelieq; rflOUghf jhat il he i mild rcrjth thr 
i>vei L>i rhr wood 1 * ;md hdh he would have ,1 
• un< r mI shj'lkinn nM Ink purSUcc 










RiWAge gaining fast a? Humble her reached 
the hill-, o pt d hn a narrow din mnJ which wound 
through the lire*, k took ,iEI of the small 
\utt)hfjr^ ikrll En ^ray hei tIil 1 road a-* hfS wheels 
dipped and skidded on the loose mar fiat c Rut try 
,:is he n%ht. he could not '.hake off Ravage 
MieaJ die Jfrt road ri L - craved hy .1 rough iml. 
ru fining ,1 1 1 >nj^ the bottom of a deep, narrow 

U'llJey, At the exact moment than Ravage lnoved 

one ui hK mMlo Bnmhlebre shd in .1 four-wheel 
drift oft the road anti on to rFic tr.n k 
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Tht truck w.i-. . ovcrcd wfth w-rcds and a layer 
..| ’i ad leaves .ind Bumblebees wheels leh ctasily- 
mll^wed nilr RjvaRt prepared to fire his 
ip,ainirf; missile, but bumblebee was ..LI! til si^ht 
.HiJ j bcml Jn the track ! ulltiwln*: the (tics, 
bounded round the corner 

Nlext moment the canine rnbnt crashed inm thr 
hide nf the flullev ,ind tumbled head over hrrL 
blinded hy the ^We of Hu mbit bee ■■ headlight-- In 
rhr ,hadt -it rive hifih batiks Bumblebee hid 
uddenU remembered ihiU Rat'a^r's weak point 
JjK seri'-iElvitv U> bright ll^bt 



















Ky ihe rime [liar Ravage hid recovered. 
Bumblebee had made good hts escape and 
mitvherr [hi k seen Ravage prowled abnp ihc 
l r .1 l k hoping Iip p3i-k up rite Auirthru - trail, but 
Bumblebee had managed m * Iririh die steep dupe 

Ir.nvirli; no trite I ill the IlilTtl 

< i p i n-v Ii n>; to himself with rage, R-nsr^jic turned a 
Inst bend and ww that the gulley tame pi an 
abrupt end against a sheer hillside rhtckfy dad m 
trees anti undergrowth There -scented im way 
through Ravage pushed through thr hushes and 
between ihr trunks til young trees. Soon, he was 
dose to the hillside and he made a surprising 
discovery 


















There Wj' j W'.Jc opening iti the hill I Hfdctctl 
1111.i i-sijji hv ihe tree^r. j hifih flri fi•' li entrance 
11 what must be .i caw ro&c above Ravage bead. 

4< tlvatlrH hk <iiirho-vKujl vendors, rhr 
I bicptkoii passed thrnufth the arch. ti fiitt 
!>■ the hiding place of the fleeing Autnbm %py] 
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As Rjvj^c- made hk way larefulh mtn ihe 
dirtiness t*J tin- ■ ,ivi- hh seiners, rvcwdzd much 
Infurmjticjfl, A dinrf tii^nnr imjdc die 
venation (tjtrL- way in a rough itnrt !W, which 
appeared to be level, Twn strips .it mctaJ ran 
down the tenir c , and (liere w.n nu e*i[ ui he 

hCTTFl. 

Deciding ibai lit Fi.id learned enough Ravage 
returned |u the npen ,iir and made all speed m 
tepcin back id Mr^ttmn 

Megan I n> raged about thimble bee's, escape, and 







k.ivjjir lowered before HK Then hr 

i ran sturmed to 111v cassette shape, -uni the 
E Jin.rjprn.nris gathered found the play back 
muniti n 

A- the data collected by Ravages sensors eamc 

Up itti tiit video-screen, Megarmn roared In 
triUrrnph "Those mlSi r.ihle Autobrir- and thc■ rf 
clumsy spy have done us » great favour I In* 
cavt may be the means of our resting the ion- 
drive With kick it wilt convert easily as .i space 
drive revt rrp. J will make .» personal Irtipec rinn 
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I-«( hy R.ivaj-:r- Mejiitron and Soundwave 
I'icntcd [he cave. Ah ihcy n.-vplnrcd the mu tlur 
Soundwave chti Jvcd ulu tht dinirndott*. 


ARTEFAt 1‘ PURPOSE UNKNOWN 


REMAININ' ■ SEC Tit >N MEASURES SIXTEEN 
HUNDRED METRES DIAMETER FIVF 
Ml ERFS." 













ExjitU wh.it \vt rtrnJM" crlnl 

Ml I M STRIPS SLH iU S I i KLlUF I M kUY 
f.tiNIXH ink SYSTEM 

I 11riii :e tliQU. ' sud Megaimn "Cuntatt hn\( 

\ ■• .1' wi'rL lu ^tart Immediately i»Ji tT.tllspwInitf 
1!ir equipment Nnlhircj' mil-i in tin.' ul 

. ■ f.-iii liliiij.: lFk r ijrivc lot rip! JiitE M-'.HnjA <l‘r 

:.;.i [JrfVe 














Meanwhile Bumblebee vm-- i-rportliii: ru 
Oprinms Prime 

,r ^». [i suL-m’. the Decepnc ons are having 
problems with rheir Ion drive 1 " he tnld 

'Mnre trouble than they re worth,' s.itd 
f raJlhrtiiker "Give me old fashioned 
neutron-drive every time. This should keep 
























Mejj.it fiM i nnd company grounded (or ;i fony linte 
[o t'LXiwd 

] I it -1 *■ ^ ini guaro-nter nl ih at, said Optimum 
Prune The net-L-ptUlilts arc rim only ruthless, 

1 1- ■ v are uK' i highly Insert I ot>. They'll Hud ii wav 

ciui .1 their dlffku tries one way nr .mother 
miles, rhai K we uin L li^ something i t strip iherr 

ftumbk'bee, I want you in return m the 

! . . pi it on base and see what <.'!se you l .in find 

■iii Amf Ire mote l .ireful r!n, lime! 



EHimblcbte was bask with his report by 
nightfall. The Dei ejmoin base was all but 
descried, Mcgatron and jII the more trnporsum 
l ^-cepticcins had jfciric caking miw of the 
technical equipment With them. 

I lies Is worse than I thought, ' stiJ Uptonm 

I'rimii. 
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Quickly the Autubut leader Ksuecl his orders. 

Trail breaker rake up position on that hill u> 
the south, keep a listening watch lor Deception 

radio signals. They must stilt keep in touch with 
their base And you, Hound. c!l» the same an the 
ridet due north of here/ 


Trail breaker and Hound transformed into ihdr 
shapes as motor van and ictp and set oh in 




















i,ppi..vLic directions. UnLc In position they 
extended th(.-ar mouitoinig aerFak arid turned to 
IJctcpilton frequency 

The Air wns, alrve with DeuepHcon rad hi 
mev.au**, En j very short lime both Autobms had 
recorded nil the inlormailnn they needed W 
v^m hurrying bach iw base to report to i JpUmtis 
Pr i rue, 

















It mink only & moment m plot the radio 
Co-crl-din rites on to a map, Spike the young 
human, put hk finger on 4 Small range uf low 
1 il 3 k. 'Th-o Hcocptlccmti have ser themselves up 
mi me wive rtf there." he sard 

Spike's lather was .till ftudytnu the mop. ‘This 
.ire.n was untt famous for its Munr quarries 
They're all abandoned nnw bin cm Abandoned 
quarry would be just the place for the 
Dec cpii can*; lu work undisturbed l( might he 
worth having a look,' 























Out will be difficult/ ^afd Oprimus Prime. 
They will be on their jtuard arsd wit! have look 
, lji^ pasted- This is quite a problem." 


Wf h.ivr another problem, saitf Spike. V on 
Aufabort don't eat, but human* do, Groceries are 
i;ttt[inn low Dad and 3 could do with going into 
lawn to Stock up. 

I H take you " said Imnlnde, I m hitih for 
carrying (jmi erics, and I enjoy .1 trip ifipf town " 



























Next morninp frunhide vrt tiff with Spike ,md 
hiy tether. Spike was. behind die wheel. Their wjk 
.1 i uuntrv low it wiin* milt'- 1mm Autubot 
hc-scfetii■ *rre-r■. 1 hey fcil hct| i-t bdufc mtJ Jjy, 

'ind parted ri-cfrihk.Ec while thev wem nil 'jt-idi 
their shopping fivi. 

"Hey. yim nuys kiitl Imnhlde rhey packed 

■nitre tfnruh Mkitle him, ever tJiink Ilf gOinu oil ;i 

diet 1 It Would list vmi 4-tr>r hJ, iijid it would yurc 

t.ike mutk" of rht sirntn oir my -uvfn'n^on " 


3t« 


























"We 4 pprci_^!c you; elh.irt," ItJ Spike;, and 
j ,i i trcj.1 were gcHritf IP ycl Vflll a can t>l ^[JpCI 
lubricant. 

f itf, thanks! ' said I r mi hide 

Spike was coming out til ihe jjarogc shipp when 
j jh. iTiLc caught hi-s eye. It announced a ear rally 
tu he held In i tew days time, and shewed a map 
,,I the course 5r passed through the hills alun^ 
h,-.i l< roads, .ri^hr rhroujkjh ihe area where rhe- 
I 1 ■■ i pikott> had str up their new hasr 


I his ml^hi hr juM what dir AuLdIwk werr. 
bnkine for! 

















































bjvr, Spake explained |ik idea to 
up t units rrimt:. 

On she day m Lfic rally, the back roads will be 
busy wich cars. The f^ecepiiam? caru stop all 
ir.dlii because ir would reveal ihc?r presence 
I suggest ihftt we cnikc part in the rally. 1 " 


"Grind think Inf! Spike. 1 ' said Optimum Prime 
l.izz can be our miry in ibe rally, with you as 
driver. I ramf firmed, I ear easily transport an 
Autobot ha rile mm ready m sii ikr when you and 
Utz locale the l>ecfpricous 

















v ;«ibc ■i father Kjl| I>ccn tidying the nnip imet 
ri — flic line riJ Jri ill J 

IrrK’ k id. t-Li nftc nf 

11 if ’ 'Ki quarries - me i>niy one h\$ emm^h m he 
ihijwn aci thr mnp My ^uesv is that [Fie 
| JcccptU nn'i .ire holed up ilitre." 


( ^ptimEj'i Prime .et afarcLit issuing detailed 
Inst ruti 1mm id die Auto hot* who weie n u lurm the 
hittlr unit. Katchc-t railed tu Ijxj. Ctime with me 
ll vuu're (jriiiijr rallying ymi'll luve U» be bi !^p 
condition. ill fjlve you j cumpleie tune-up 












On. the day of the rally, rhe Autobots 1m their 
base early Sprkr travelled ,ts driver in Iasi whu 
had transformed into his. sports . ar shape for the 
iHxasloti. Spike's father was lit die cab uf Optimum 
Primers articulated truck Hie rc>i oi the Aumfcut 
battle unit were inside the truck 

The town square Irttm which the rally was if) 
start was crowded with people I'hits flew. A hand 


iJI 











piayed And marshals jjLiid«.J (hr conrperiturs Hj 
[lu J •;■>rT As a lase entry, ^pike was «ire ■«■ I the 
bs! TO Sian 

\t I,nl Ta;z stood OH the startlni; line. Hi 
uii^tne revving. The starter counted down. 

FIVE.. FOUR...THREE. ..TWO,..ONE.and 
dropped the das: With a roflr of exhaust and a 
her ax: h oi tyres la:: shot across rhr line. 

















Spike pretended m drive until they tad left (he 
..j wc!< behind "i tan he took our the map again 
"I he old railway and quarry were situated about 
half-way through thr third stage id the r,ill> tncirst 


He spoke to fart-: "U the Dec opt icons >ut in ihr? 
iltd quarry, they wifi be watching the road ntMi it 
I want to look jc the quarry on foot You will 













h ivc to drop me qlf vfthoitr rhe I Jecepticons 
k ceding tbiit you are not a proper ra]lv c-ir " 

1 e II be tricky.' hrfld J.tzz. "Dangerous, loo, 

Alter I'Ve dropped you 111 catiy on tilt a h;t then 
come back .inj join you screws t.oCiiittv. Yuli need 
cm in i ommunlc ale with Qptttnu*. Prime .jiiJ ibc 
batlle unit." 

Qurei now ! 1 said ^plke. There's ^ check 
I 1 ' » n T coming up!" 













As rh^y cleared the second cheek-poim Spike 
said, Any time now!" 


The road wo Lind through the Pi iJ K. with limit 
wuodi. on either side. Then thev were rnnninn 
'.irepfy downhill Ahead the mad swun^ tefi 
round a blind corner And round the corner there 
was the dull ^lint ol itiscv metal acro&s the road. 

That's III cried Spike 'The old railway! Slow 
down, (azz 1 ' 

Jazz dropped down to third, then to second 
^e,if. Spike bad the door open ready, .indjaz^ 
braked lor a moment, The ■sports ear -.towed and 
Spike threw himself on to the *rrass verpe 

















As he rolled over and over he heard Uzz 
iccclerat e up the rexi hilt and into the distance. 
With any luck a Deception look-out would not 
realise that the oar had slowed right down,, nor 
notice that It no loriuer had * driver. 

Spike row to hiv ket He looked carefully 
oround, then began tu follow the rlists - railway 
track up to the quarry 


5S 






















Spike crept stealthily Irom tree <o tree as he 
followed the track It was very quiet. There was 
no hum of machinery, No sound of voices He 
kept his eve* open for the shinr of metal. Urn 
there Wjh IInthins. 



At the top ui the lonjj slope he found the quarry 


It uic deserted, both by men -jjiJ Dcccpfkum 
[Everythin^ was; overgrown. There were the ruim 
ol several buiMin^ ..ntd a stone-crashing plant 
1 )n the rusty rails stood an abandoned train of 
half q do iec n rusty hopper 























1 1 a_ \ Ml 
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At that mtimeru Jazz came back, appearing 
I rcim among the rreev 

I hey re iidt here,' said Spike. Me UK)k out his 
I nap again, 'I bel ftoflft where they are,' he cried 
excitedly, “Wt went the wrong way. The railway 
leads to an old tunnel. Quick, see if you can call 
up Qprimus Prime I 
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‘ Cdoci thinking, Spike " Raid the Autobat leader 
when Spike explained! it horn edit tunnel "The 
Deceptkuni are bound to have ton I tied the 
runnel mouth. bur your dad says Tut railway 
tunnels hive arr shafts. We'll ’jpr prist them b\ 
dropping in Stand by for lurrher instructions.' 

"I'd like 10 take a look said las?, 'Same here " 
^id Spike. 

The twn made their w;iy cautiously back down 
f<* the load and across it, They followed the 
winding railway cutting, .and there was the 
runnel. TEir flcceprison h had partly cleared away 
thr undergrowth and the tunnel was hrighrly lit 


IK 












i ,imp! l'.v m.nzhlnery glowed wish power a** 
i>i -pjralioiv wens ahead ho the Kin-tlrlve test 

Jams radio crackled, It was Optima's Prime. 
Wc have located a hidden air shaft. Wc lire 
about io launch our attack. Stand by to give 
support." 

Nothing happened for a moment, then 
Soundwave's atarm call echoed from rhe tunnel; 
ALARM! ALARM I .INTRUDERSl 
UITOBOT INTRUDERS!' 























A< Optimu k IVi™e\ t,on murid, the Autobofr 
dropped through ihc mir *haft firing their weapons 
^ they Went, Caught hv surprise, the 
Dreepticon* retreated Then MatronV vrdic 
r;tnn ijcjr above the Firing! 

"STAND FIRM. DBTFTICONSr WE ARE 
FIGHTING FOR i >L1k RETURN TO 
CYBERTRONJ" 

Quick Ev the Deecpikon& rallied. They ttswik 
ccllVtff am onn the machinery The Amabel on rhe 
other hand were expensed Jn ati empty 'et.tion of 
the tunnel under the glare of the lights 

Optimum Prfmc acted swinly "The lights I he 

tried "SfiQut tint the lights!" 

















A blast cl A u robot life shattered rhe ltphrv 
11ittJcr cover ot the darkness, they miw found the 
l Veeptkons ej*.y target* .gainst die putptc glow 
Kom the tent equipment Hut .is sm-in ,ts the 
Autobnrs tried to i^ci doscj e lity were driven 
Luck each nine. 


Optimu? (VirnL- veiled <q> mm the radio 
'( rcatc ;i diversion V he ordered 

r Wllcol' replied Ll^Z. i ll duw |IiUtti nil with 
my phr>l on rifle " 

Then Spikes Voice sounded In Lhe rode<r. "C.in 
you hsdd their attention just a little Conger? I h.ivc 
■in idea. When you pel the word.,.pet nut rtf the 
uinricl FASTf ' 













' Wlijc's the ptdn?" ’..lit! Jazz. 

"The sijd Spike. Ctn mt fcjtk to the 

quarry a*. last jv vou can!" 

Mystified Liz:: ti .irs^li u fried, ,md js In bumped 
In’, wjv back up the old railway trj<.L Spik<- 
rx plained J-izz skidded to a Knit, and Spike leapt 
out He r-in to the ti t^e nf the wa^nn, lumped up 
.irnl heaved on tht rusted brake wheel He did e I if 
Mime on the other* a f-uj trinisloimrd hack n, 

Sill’s fiJjpIlOt tlmi-rsw f itt ill* ~i ^ ■ Isj-bI ae .a naiitinn s '.r*ili..** 

pushes agamM tne nurnx in rne ui-t wa^un. 

'Yo ll've done volif hit Spike 1 he '■did Alio* 
me, And with one itHitluv thrust oi hiv metal 
mu si. lev he *.enl the whole tram u( w-iporv, 
rumbling alum: the track, out ol the quarry, and 
down thr Inrip siope lo the iunncI 






A-.- the wagons sped h.t-Et-r and fshs^r, Fii^T 
■ i'!rulivd. '")azz to AutobotsJ Mow ! GET OUT 
PAST I “ 

Thi trucks rumbled across the road, luichtd 
round the Iasi bend, and with e ioar burst fnro 
eKc tunnel Occcptknm were scattered in ,d| 
directions The steel hoppers ploughed through 
the lon-drivt tot rig, and the whole sumpla 
exploded In -i blindly ^bre of released energy Jn 
a cloud ol dust die tdrtnd coflapsed «m top *t\ the 
wreckage. 

Spike and laizioincd the other Autubotc I>o 
you rhlnk that this is the end of the 
DeceptfcoosJ" asked Spike. Td like in thirl. ' 
-aid Optitnus. Prime hut \ think well juM have to 
wait and see]’ 
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